2024 National Summit Ideas
General Session Ideas:
CONFIRMED: Cynt Marshall - Cynthia Marshall is chief executive officer of the Dallas Mavericks. In February 2018, Marshall became the first Black female CEO in the history of the National Basketball Association.
Adam Grant – Adam Grant has been Wharton’s top-rated professor for 7 straight years. As an organizational psychologist, he is a leading expert on how we can find motivation and meaning, rethink assumptions, and live more generous and creative lives. He has been recognized as the world’s #2 most influential management thinker and one of Fortune’s 40 under 40.
Shawn Achor - Shawn Achor has become one of the world’s leading experts on the connection between happiness and success. He is the New York Times best-selling author of The Happiness Advantage and Big Potential. His Happiness Advantage training is one of the largest and most successful positive psychology corporate training programs in the world.
Mandy Price - Mandy Price is a Co-Founder and the Chief Executive Officer of Kanarys. Kanarys is a social enterprise that works with organizations to build more inclusive cultures, and is committed to creating a world where diversity is sought after, inclusiveness is honored and equity is evident. 
Travel Guru - Like a Brian Kelly, The Points Guy

Breakout Session Ideas:
Lone Star Parity Project
Speaker: Brooke Lopez - Brooke López is an alum of University of Texas at Dallas and UNT Dallas College of Law. In her published thesis, Brooke analyzed the gap in parity for women in politics. She ran for public office in 2015 at age 18.

Reading the Room/Non-Verbal Communication Skills
Speakers: 
Jefferson Fisher - Jefferson founded Fisher Firm to build a transparent, cutting-edge law firm. Unrelenting in his mission, he prioritizes adopting client-centered technology that brings real value to client advocacy.

Jan Hargrave – As the nation’s leading behavioral authority, body language expert and trial consultant, Jan Hargrave provides you with the skills you need to truly “read” yourself and everyone around you.  the nation’s leading behavioral authority, body language expert and trial consultant. Hargrave provides you with the skills you need to truly “read” yourself and 

Crisis Management
Speaker: Crayton Webb – Crayton Webb is the owner and CEO of Sunwest Communications, a Dallas, Texas-based public relations, and public affairs firm. Previously, Webb was the vice president of corporate communications and corporate social responsibility for Mary Kay Inc. In addition to his CSR and sustainability work, Webb also led the company’s global media relations, reputation management, public relations, and crisis communications efforts across nearly 40 markets around the world.

Ethics Jeopardy
Speaker: Carol Laham – Carol is a trailblazer in the political law arena, possessing both public-sector and private-sector experience gives her a unique perspective when representing her clients. She advises corporations, trade associations, political groups and committees, candidates, PACs, media corporations, and individuals on federal and state campaign finance and election laws, government ethics, and lobbying laws.

Effective Advocacy/Political Organizations 
Speaker: James Baril – As a Partner at VOX Global, James leads the Behavioral Insights Practice. Building on two decades of experience in public affairs and politics, he develops communications strategies to build and protect reputations, and coordinates advocacy campaigns for global brands and organizations. Through data-driven consumer insights and lessons from behavioral science, his campaigns move audiences from awareness to action. He leads a team that helps clients tell their stories across digital, social and traditional media channels.
He directly supports CEOs and other members of the C-Suite, helping to build their executive visibility, advance their engagement with key stakeholders and support their communications around M&A and other investor communications. He conducts training related to message development, crisis communications, media relations and storytelling.

Procurement Advocacy
Speaker: Sara Dodd - Sarah Dodd is an expert public affairs strategist and award-winning former journalist. 
Spending more than a decade uncovering stories as a television news reporter, Dodd has been around the world interviewing elected officials, four-star generals and corporate executives. In 2007, she started Dodd Communications, specializing in media strategy, crisis communications, public affairs and community relations.

As a journalist, Dodd covered local, state and national politics. She worked as a television anchor/reporter in Dallas for seven years, and during that time she broke some of the most significant stories in the city. Her investigative work led to one of the largest federal corruption investigations in the history of Dallas politics. Dodd’s long-term relationships with media, elected officials and community leaders give her a unique insider’s advantage in developing unconventional strategies for public affairs and crisis communications issues.
 
Administrative Advocacy 
Speaker: Shannon Kelly - Shannon Kelley is the deputy executive commissioner for Managed Care at the Texas Health and Human Services Commission. Kelley oversees program implementation and contract compliance of managed care organizations in Medicaid and CHIP Services, including the divisions of Financial Reporting and Audit Coordination, Managed Care Compliance & Operations, and Program Enrollment and Support. She has more than 20 years of contract management experience.

Before joining HHSC, Kelley negotiated technology contracts at the Texas Department of Information Resources and contributed to business process improvement for several state agencies.

Governance at SGAC
	Speaker/s: TBD

AI Impact on Public Affairs
	Speaker/s: TBD

Data Privacy and Protecting the Brand
	Speaker/s: TBD

Social Events/Philanthropic Ideas:
Dine Arounds – Since its portrayal in the eponymous and infamous 1980s soap opera, Dallas has undergone an incredible amount of change. The home of Neiman Marcus, the legendary State Fair of Texas, and America’s Team, Big D also boasts a thriving, diverse culinary scene that can sometimes fly under the national radar. Our Dallas locals will provide suggestions.
Bush Presidential Library – As the 13th presidential library, the George W. Bush Presidential Library promotes an understanding of the American presidency, examines the specific time in history during which President Bush served, and provides access to official records and artifacts from the George W. Bush Administration.
Dallas Mavericks Practice Facility - There’s two courts in the facility, with eight total baskets. There’s workout equipment past the courts, a player’s lounge after that with several televisions, and a kitchen for post-practice meals. Showers and locker rooms are past the weights, including a separate room for potential female coaches in the future. Talk about forward thinking!
*Tie in a Philanthropic activity with the Mavericks
Gilley’s - Do you want to feel classically western? Do a little line dancing? Upscale Dallas? Then Gilley's is the place for you.
